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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Jim Graves, Named MCPAS 2012 Mardi Gras King and Anthony Yanez to be Master of Ceremonies!
Montgomery County, TX – December 23, 2011 – The Montgomery County Performing Arts Society’s President, Sharon Shaw announced that Jim Graves will be crowned this year’s King of the Mardi Gras Ball and Anthony Yanez, Morning Meteorologist at KPRC Local 2, will be Master of Ceremonies.
Jim Graves, founder and CEO of GLNX Corporation of the Woodlands, has always been fascinated with trains – model trains, freight trains, passenger trains – and tank cars, so it’s no surprise that he has spent the last 55 years involved with the railroad industry.  His Great Grandfather, James Matthew Graves, served in Bell’s Regiment in the War with Mexico and helped found the town of Melissa, where Jim Graves was born and raised.  Mr. Graves was the oldest son in a farming family with eight children, and graduated from high school at only age 16.  After serving in the Navy during the Korean War, he was employed by Magnolia Petroleum Co. in the Tank Car Department.  He attended Southern Methodist University in Dallas where he received a Certificate in transportation.  After Magnolia Petroleum was merged with Mobil Oil in the late 1950s, he was transferred to Kansas City where he was in charge of the Mobil rail car operations.  During his 12 years with Mobil Oil, he gained considerable experience in the management and operation of railroad tank cars.  In 1964, Jim joined Celanese Corporation to manage Celtran, Inc. -- a start up transportation subsidiary.  Jim has been a patron and supporter of MCPAS for several years.

Jim is married to his beautiful wife Angela Myers Graves.  For many years, Angela owned the Angela Myers Academy of Dance, a dance studio in Conroe.  She is still active in the performing arts.  They live on Lake Conroe near Walden in a lovely Mediterranean style home they call “Villa Graves”. 
Anthony Yanez's first day at KPRC will be remembered for more than just a new job. The date was July 15, 2003, and Hurricane Claudette was blasting everywhere -- from Galveston to Palacios. He realized he wasn't in Albuquerque, N.M. anymore. Gone were the days of forecasting mild, warm weather and endless sunshine. Welcome to Houston, a city of four million, where a forecaster has to deal with oppressive heat, severe thunderstorms, tornadoes, and hurricanes.

The work hours may seem odd, but Anthony loves his job. As the weekday morning meteorologist, Anthony wakes up at 2:30 a.m. He is into work at 3 a.m., and starting at 4:30 a.m. he's giving an hour-by-hour forecast to help you plan your day. If you ask him what the best part of his job is he'll tell you having the opportunity to tell stories, weather stories. 
Born and raised in Albuquerque, N.M., Anthony is a University of New Mexico graduate. He earned his broadcast meteorology certificate from Mississippi State University. Anthony is married with four children.
Queen’s Court is being nominated from various civic organizations, so please get your court nomination in as soon as possible.  The fundraising “event of the year” will be held at the La Torretta Lake Resort & Spa on Saturday, February 11, 2012. There will be loads of beads, masks, a parade, dancing, live and silent auctions, authentic New Orleans dinner and merriment. For more information on our 2012 Mardi Gras Ball or to read the full bios on the KING and Master of Ceremonies go to WWW.MCPAS.ORG.  


About the Society:

Celebrating its 33rd Anniversary, since inception, MCPAS has sponsored more than 330 performances of live music, dance and theater events and has sought to provide a variety of learning experiences for adults and children through master classes, lectures and special student performances. The organization also works to build relationships between the performing arts and other interests within Montgomery County.  “MCPAS brings great moments in your life by bringing you great moments in Performing Arts.”  
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