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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
MONTGOMERY COUNTY PERFORMING ARTS SOCIETY Announces Suzy Bogguss Singing Country and American Folk Songs, at the Beautiful Historic Crighton Theatre Saturday January 14th at 7:30PM!

Shuffle, shimmy, scoot and slide in the New Year on Saturday, January 14th, 2012 with Suzy Bogguss singing Country and American Folk Songs. Suzy has won Grammy, CMA and ACM awards and has both Platinum and Gold albums. On her latest album “American Folk Songbook,” Suzy sings the classic hits like Shenandoah, Red River Valley, Shady Grove and Froggy Went A’Courtin’. Folk songs are the scrapbook of the American experience, but as music education fades from our public schools, Suzy worried; these beautiful melodies are in danger of being overlooked. She resolved to record these timeless songs in an updated but reverent way – so that everyone can sing along to the songs.

Who better than the golden throated Suzy? The platinum selling songstress already has a full bookshelf of Grammy and CMA awards and now with the release of American Folk Songbook she can put her own book up there too. Suzy writes in the introduction to the book: “Music has always been my purest joy even as a child. One of my favorite memories is my grade-school music teacher pounding on the piano and leading the class in rousing renditions of folk songs from all around the world.” 

But Bogguss was not content to present the songs as dusty museum pieces; instead she chose to breathe new life into them with contemporary arrangements and a crack squad of Nashville's acoustic A-Listers. Jerry Douglas, Stuart Duncan, Pat Bergeson, Charlie Chadwick and Jeff Taylor all join the band for Suzy's self-produced project. Ultimately though, it's the voice that lovingly weaves through the guitars and mandolins to find the new, in these old songs. 

American Folk Songbook is the natural progression of an artist who has demonstrated skill and passion for all types of music in her career. Songs like “Aces,” “Drive South,” “Someday Soon,” “Outbound Plane” and "Letting Go" took her to the top of the country music charts. Along the way she won raves from critics and peers including winning a GRAMMY in 2005 for Traditional Folk Album, the Country Music Association’s Horizon Award in 1992 and album of the Year Award in 1994. 

2007’s Billboard Jazz Chart topping Sweet Danger, the universally praised album, Swing recorded in 2003 with Ray Benson of Asleep At The Wheel and Simpatico, her beloved collaboration with Chet Atkins showed the world Bogguss was willing to both embrace tradition while continuing to grow and challenge herself as an artist. However, it is an appreciation for tradition that really shines through on American Folk Songbook. The album is filled with songs that are the very fabric of American musical history and Bogguss reclaims this history and revives it with a fresh and beautiful take on classics like “Shenandoah,” “Wayfaring Stranger,” “Ol’ Dan Tucker,” “Beautiful Dreamer” and of course, "Red River Valley." 
Executive Director Carrie Chastellaine claims, “This show has something for everyone, Country Hits and American Folk Songs! So slip into you cowboy boots and allemande left or right on down to the Crighton.” For tickets call the Crighton Theatre at 936-441-SHOW (7469) or go to www.MCPAS.org.
About the Society:	
Celebrating its 33rd Anniversary, since inception, MCPAS has sponsored more than 330 performances of live music, dance and theater events and has sought to provide a variety of learning experiences for adults and children through master classes, lectures and special student performances. The organization also works to build relationships between the performing arts and other interests within Montgomery County. “MCPAS brings great moments in your life by bringing you great moments in Performing Arts.”  	
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